Meet the Speakers




MASTER OF CEREMONY

Dr. Musonda Mumba | Director, UNDP Rome
Centre for Sustainable Development

Musonda Mumba is the Director for the UNDP Rome Center for
Sustainable Development. In her role, she provides startegic
leadership on Climate Change, Sustainable Development and
Nature Protection, through convening, collaboration, connecting
and co-designing as the worl dnavigates complexity and |
uncertainty, with the aim of achieving the SDGs collectively. She !
brings over 20 years of experience in environmentasl and |
conservation fields globally. She is the Chair of the Global

Partnership on Forest & Landscape Restoration, Vice-Chair of the
Collaborative Partnership on Forests and Founder of the Network

of African Women Environmentalists. Musonda holds a PhD in

Wetland Hydrology and Conservation from London University

College.




OPENING REMARKS

Ms. Christiana Figueres | Former Executive
Secretary of the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and

Founding Partner of Global Optimism

Christiana Figueres is a Costa Rican citizen and was the Executive
Secretary of the UNFCCC 2010 - 2016. During her tenure, MSs.
Figueres brought together national and sub-national governments,
corporations and activists, women’s groups, scientists and spiritual
communities, financial institutions and NGOs to jointly deliver the
historic 2015 Paris Agreement on Climate Change. Under this
Agreement, 195 sovereign governments decided on a collaborative
path to limit future global warming to well below 2°C, and strive for
1.5°C in order to protect the most vulnerable in every nation. She is a
graduate of Swarthmore College and the London School of
Economics and has been awarded multiple honorary doctorate
degrees from academic institutions.




H.E. Angela Merkel | Chancellor of the Federal
Republic of Germany

Angela Merkel was re-elected Chancellor for the third time on 14
March 2018 and has been Chancellor of the Federal Republic of
Germany since November 2005. Between 2002 - 2005 she was
the Chairwoman of the CDU/CSU parliamentary group in the
German Bundestag. She has a physics degree from University of
Leipzig and was an academic staff member at the Central Institute
of Physical Chemistry at the Academy of Sciences (East Berlin)
working in the field of quantum chemistry from 1978-1990. In
1986 she was awarded a Doctorate. She was born in Hamburg
and is married to Prof. Joachim Sauer. Foto: Bundesregierung / Steffen Kugle




OPENING REMARKS

H.E. Rt Hon. Gaston Browne | Prime Minister
of Antigua and Barbuda

Gaston Browne is the Prime Minister since 2014 and Minister of
Finance, Corporate Governance and Public Private Partnerships in
Antigua and Barbuda. He is a graduate of the University of
Manchester, United Kingdom, with a Master of Business
Administration (MBA), majoring in Banking and Finance. He served
as Commercial Banking Manager for a major banking consortium
in Antigua and Barbuda, comprising offshore and onshore banks
and trust company, managing in excess of US $400 million
dollars in assets. Prime Minister Browne is the current Chair of
AOSIS and also the Chair of CARICOM Heads of Government.




OPENING REMARKS

H.E. Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP | Prime Minister
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

Boris Johnson has been Prime Minister of the United Kingdom and
Leader of the Conservative Party since July 2019. In the most
recent UK general election, he led the Conservative Party to its
largest parliamentary majority since the 1980s. He previously
served as Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth
Affairs from 2076 to 2018, and as Mayor of London from 2008 to
2018. Before this he was a journalist and author, including many
years as Editor of The Spectator magazine.




OPENING REMARKS

H.E. Abdulla Shahid | President of the 76th
session of the United Nations General Assembly

Abdulla Shahid is widely recognized as an exceptional politician
and a seasoned diplomat, with a long and distinguished career
serving in both the Government and legislature of Maldives.

Since his appointment as Minister for Foreign Affairs in 2018, for
the second time, Mr. Shahid has worked incessantly to reposition
Maldives as a responsible and respected member of the
international community, by renewing previously strained
relationships and building new ones, both in the bilateral and the
multilateral domains. He has reinvigorated the country’s efforts in
the multilateral arena and led national efforts to rejoin the
Commonwealth after a four-year hiatus.




LEADERS PANEL 1

H.E. Carlos Alvarado Quesada | President of
Costa Rica

President Alvarado began his career in politics as an advisor in
Costa Rica’s Legislative Assembly. After completing his master’s
degree at the University of Sussex, he returned to Costa Rica and
continued his political rise, serving as Minister of Human
Development and Social Inclusion before being appointed Minister
of Labour. In May 2018, Alvarado was elected President of Costa
Rica in a landslide victory, making him the country’s youngest
president since 1916. President Alvarado has had a vibrant career
aCross a variety of sectors, working as a development consultant,
communications manager, and university professor.



https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEB_enGB892GB892&q=Carlos+Alvarado+Quesada&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLVT9c3NEw2NS1OyTHPfcRowS3w8sc9YSn9SWtOXmPU5OIKzsgvd80rySypFJLmYoOyBKX4uVB18ixiFXdOLMrJL1ZwzClLLEpMyVcILE0tTkxJBAC8sxlDZgAAAA

LEADERS PANEL 1

H.E. Ibrahim Mohamed Solih | President of the
Republic of the Maldives

Biography & photo pending



LEADERS PANEL 1

H.E. Lyonchhen Dr. Lotay Tshering|Prime Minister
of the Kingdom of Bhutan

Prime Minister of Kingdom of Bhutan since November 2019 and a
practicing Urologist, consultant surgeon. He has an MBA from University
of Canberra, Australia and is a Urology fellow of Wisconsin Medical
College Hospital. Completed General Surgery from Dhaka University.
Formerly worked as the head of surgical department and consultant
surgeon at Jigme Dorji Wangchuck National Referral Hospital and also
headed His Majesty’s Medical Unit. Became the President of Druk
Nyamrup Tshogpa, the ruling party in 2018. A recipient of His Majesty’s
Druk Thuksey medal in 2017 and the prestigious Lungmar scarf in 2020
for outstanding effort to safeguard the country from COVID-19
pandemic.




LEADERS PANEL 1

Ms. Hindou Oumarou lbrahim|Coordinator of
the  Association of  Peul Women and
Autochthonous Peoples of Chad (AFPAT), Board
member of International Indigenous Peoples
Forum on Climate Change

Hindou Oumarou Ibrahim is an environmental activist and member
of Chad’s pastoralist Mbororo people. She s dedicated to the
protection of all Indigenous peoples and to the value of their
traditional knowledge in the fight against climate change and
biodiversity protection. She began advocating for Indigenous rights
and environmental protection at age 16, founding the Association
for Indigenous Women and Peoples of Chad (AFPAT). She is a
member of the Indigenous Peoples of Africa Coordinating Committee
and serves as co-chair of the Facilitative Working Group of the Local
Communities and Indigenous Peoples Platform of the UNFCCC







LEADERS PANEL 1

H.E. Mr. Muhammadu Buhari | President of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria

President Muhammadu Buhari was born on 1/ December 1942 in
Daura, Katsina State, North-west Nigeria. He started his military career
in 1961 at the Nigerian Military School Kaduna and attended military
trainings in the US, UK and India among others. Buhari worked his way
up the ranks from Platoon Commander to Military Governor, Federal
Commissioner (Minister) for Petroleum Resources, to Head of State in
1983 as a General. Following Nigeria's return to civil rule in 1999,
Retired General Buhari contested for the office of President three times
before winning in 2015. In 2018, the African Union selected President
Buhari as the Anti-Corruption Champion in recognition of his fight
against corruption. The ECOWAS Authority of Heads of State and
Government also appointed the Nigerian President as the organisation’s
COVID-19 response coordinator in 2020.Re-elected in 2019 for his final
four-year term, the Nigerian leader is poised to handover after elections
in 2023,




STATEMENTS

H.E. Mr. Sebastian Pinera | President of the
Republic of Chile & UNFCCC COP 25 Presidency

Biography & photo pending



H.E. Rear-Admiral Hon. Josaia Voreqe
Bainimarama | Prime Minister of Fiji

Frank Bainimarama has been the Fijian Prime Minister since
2007. Under his leadership, Fiji has undergone a broad program
of social, economic, electoral and constitutional reforms, leading
up to the establishment of Fiji's first genuine parliamentary
democracy of equal votes of equal value in 2014. He enlisted into
the Royal Fiji Military Forces Naval Division as an Ordinary
Seaman in 1975. He held the position of Commander of the Royal
Fiji Military Forces for 15 years. He retired from the Military on 5th
March, 2014, after 39 years of service at the rank of Rear-Admiral.




STATEMENTS

H.E. Mr. Ali Bongo Ondimba | President of Gabon

Ali Bongo Ondimba studied law at the University of Paris T
Panthéon-Sorbonne. In 1989, he took up the post of Minister of
Foreign Affairs and later returned to the Government as Minister of
Defense in 1999. A position he held until 2009. Vice-president of the
Gabonese Democratic Party (PDG), Ali Bongo Ondimba was
nominated as the party's candidate for the presidential election of
August 30, 2009. He is the son of the late President Omar Bongo
Olgleligglele)




STATEMENTS

H.E. Zoran Milanovic | President of the Republic
of Croatia

Zoran Milanovic ran for and won the 2019-2020 presidential
elections, thus becoming the fifth President of the Republic of
Croatia. He served as the Prime Minister of Croatia from 20117 -
2076. He graduated Law at the University of Zagreb and was
awarded with the Rector's Award in 1990. In 1998, he earned a
Master’s Degree in European Union Law at the Flemish University
in Brussels (V.U.B.). He has been married to Sanja Musi¢ Milanovic
since 1994. They have two sons - Ante Jakov and Marko.




STATEMENTS

H.E. Alexander van der Bellen |Federal
President of the Republic of Austria

Dr. Alexander Van der Bellen was inaugurated as the Federal
President of the Republic of Austria on january 26, 2017. As a
member of the Green Party, he served as Federal Spokesperson from
1997 to 2008, as well as the Chairman of the Greens’ Parliamentary
Group from 1999 to 2008. He was a member of the National
Council (the Austrian House of Representatives) from 1994 to 2012,
and a member of the Vienna State Parliament and Vienna City
Council from 2012 to 2015. He was appointed a full professor in
Economics at the University of Vienna and served as Deputy Dean
and then Dean of the University of Vienna School of Social and
Economic Sciences.




Ms. Yvonne Aki-Sawyerr | Mayor of Freetown,
Sierra Leone

Ms Aki-Sawyerr was elected Mayor of Freetown in 2018. Born and
raised in Freetown, Mayor Aki- Sawyerr’s vision is to transform and
Improve the lives of Freetonians and to make Freetown a destination
city. She is a finance professional with over 25 years of experience in
strategic planning, risk management and project management in the
public and private sectors. She has spent more than two decades
serving Sierra Leone both locally and internationally. She
campaigned against the trade in blood diamonds and advocated for
ending the Sierra Leone civil war. In 1999, she co-founded the Sierra
Leone War Trust (SLWT), which continues to support disadvantaged
children and young people in Sierra Leone.




Mr. Levi Sucre Romero | Indigenous Leader,
Global Alliance of Territorial Communities

Levi Sucre Romero, from Costa Rica: an indigenous leader who
currently directs the process of technical management and
organization of the Indigenous Network Bribri and Cabecar (RIBCA),
a group of eight indigenous territories of Costa Rica. He is a farmer
and specialist in indigenous organizations, cultures and the
environment of Central America. He comes from the Bribri
Talamanca indigenous community of Costa Rica and has more than
20 years of experience in rural developoment and community
organization, and 15 years of experience in design, implementation
and evaluation of projects in indigenous territories and local
communities. Levi is Coordinator of the Mesoamerican Alliance of
Peoples and Forests (AMPB).




STATEMENTS

H.E. Ms. Ursula von der Leyen | President of the
Furopean Commission

Ursula von der Leyen was Minister at federal level in Germany for
more than 14 years and responsible for family, then labor and social
affairs and later defence. In 2019, she was elected as President of the
European Commission. As the head of the European executive, she
has defined six headline ambitions for Europe for her mandate: a
European Green Deal, a Europe fit for the digital age, an economy
that works for people, a stronger Europe in the world, promoting our
European way of life, and a new push for European democracy.




LEADERS PANEL 2

Mr. Achim Steiner | Administrator of the United
Nations Development Programme

Biography & photo pending






LEADERS PANEL 2

H.E. Erna Solberg| Prime Minister of Norway

Erna Solberg is the current Prime Minister of Norway. She was
elected in 2013 and re-elected in 2017, thus making her the
second female to hold the position. From 2016 the Prime Minister
has co-chaired the UN Secretary General’s Advocacy group for the
Sustainable Development goals. Among the goals, she takes a
particular interest in access to quality education for all, in
particular girls and children in conflict areas.




LEADERS PANEL 2

H.E. Carlos Alvarado Quesada | President of
Costa Rica

President Alvarado began his career in politics as an advisor in
Costa Rica’s Legislative Assembly. After completing his master’s
degree at the University of Sussex, he returned to Costa Rica and
continued his political rise, serving as Minister of Human
Development and Social Inclusion before being appointed Minister
of Labour. In May 2018, Alvarado was elected President of Costa
Rica in a landslide victory, making him the country’s youngest
president since 1916. President Alvarado has had a vibrant career
aCross a variety of sectors, working as a development consultant,
communications manager, and university professor.



https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEB_enGB892GB892&q=Carlos+Alvarado+Quesada&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLVT9c3NEw2NS1OyTHPfcRowS3w8sc9YSn9SWtOXmPU5OIKzsgvd80rySypFJLmYoOyBKX4uVB18ixiFXdOLMrJL1ZwzClLLEpMyVcILE0tTkxJBAC8sxlDZgAAAA

LEADERS PANEL 2

Dr. Andrew Steer | President & CEQ, Bezos
Farth Fund

Dr. Andrew Steer is the President and CEO of the Bezos Earth
fFund. Dr. Steer joined the Bezos Earth Fund from the World
Resources Institute, where he served as President & CEO for over
eight years. Prior to this, Andrew served as the World Bank’s
Special Envoy for Climate Change from 2010 - 2012. From 2007
to 2070, he served as Director General at the UK Department of
International Development. This followed 10 years in East Asia,
where he was Head of the World Bank in Vietnam and Indonesia.
Dr. Steer is a Global Agenda Trustee for the World Economic
Forum, a Commissioner of the Energy Transitions Commission, a
member of the China Council for International Cooperation on
Environment and Development (CCICED), co-chair of the Greening
the Belt and Road Coalition, and member of the Aadvisory
Committees of the Asian Development Bank and Bank of

America.




Dr. James Deutsch | CEO, Rainforest Trust

James Deutsch is a global conservationist and CEO of Rainforest
Trust. His academic career spanned a PhD in Zoology from
Cambridge, a Lectureship in Conservation Biology at Imperial
College, and peer reviewed papers including in Nature. He worked
in HIV/AIDS including leading the UK's national fundraising charity
for AIDS, Crusaid, and helping launch and chairing Aidspan, a
watchdog on the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB & Malaria. At the
Wildlife Conservation Society he led the Africa Program and
Conservation Strategy and helped launch the Congo Basin Forest
Partnership. At the Paul G. Allen Family Foundation he led the
Great Elephant Census and created the Allen Coral Atlas. Since
joining Rainforest Trust he led development and implementation
of an ambitious five year strategic plan which will double the
organization's impact, protecting at least 125 million acres by
2025.




LEADERS PANEL 2

Ms. Zdenka Piskulich | Managing Director,
Enduring Earth

Zdenka Piskulich is the Managing Director for Enduring Earth.
Enduring Earth is an ambitious collaboration to accelerate and
Strengthen  conservation  worldwide  through  broad-based
partnerships, permanent funding and local leadership. Before
joining the Enduring Earth team, Zdenka led Forever Costa Rica since
2010 and is President of the Latin America and Caribbean Network
of Environmental Funds since 2019. She is also the chair of the
Conservation Finance Alliance’s Environmental Funds Working Group
since 2019. Previously, she worked at The Nature Conservancy for
over thirteen years as Director of the Costa Rica Program and
formerly as the Director of the International Private Lands Initiative.
She also worked as Executive Coordinator for the Environmental and
Natural Resources Law Center, CEDARENA.




Ms. Vicky Tauli-Corpuz |Nia Tero Board Chair
and Former UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples

Vicky Tauli-Corpuz (Kankanaey Igorot of the Cordillera region of the
Philippines) is a UN Expert on Human Rights, an institution and
movement builder, and community organizer. She is currently the
UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,
appointed to this post in 2014. As part of her human rights
commitment, Vicky became involved in the drafting, negotiations,
and adoption of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples from 1995 to 2007. She chaired the UN Permanent Forum
on Indigenous Issues from 2005 to 20009.




STATEMENTS

Ms. Molly McUsic | President, Wyss Foundation

Molly McUsic is President of the Wyss Foundation, a private
charitable foundation dedicated to protecting land and
biodiversity throughout the world. Previously as Counselor to
Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt, Molly oversaw the designation of
National Monuments under the Antiquities Act, the principal
vehicle used by President Clinton to protect more land in the lower
forty-eight states than any President since Teddy Roosevelt. She
also was the lead negotiator on the largest state-federal land
exchange in U.S. history. Molly was a tenured professor at the
University of North Carolina Law School, and a visiting professor
at Harvard Law School. She is a high honors graduate of the
University of Notre Dame and magna cum laude graduate of
Harvard Law School. She also clerked at the U.S. Supreme Court
for Justice Harry A. Blackmun.




STATEMENTS

Professor Sir Partha Dasgupta|Frank Ramsey
Professor Emeritus of Economics, University of
Cambridge

Professor Dasgupta has been a Professor of Economics at the
University of Cambridge since 1985, serving as Chairman of the
Faculty of Economics from 1997 to 2001. He has won numerous
awards and in 2002, he was named Knight Bachelor by the Queen
for services to economics. His research interests have covered
welfare and development economics, the economics of technological
change, population, environmental and resource economics, the
theory of games, the economics of undernutrition, and the |
economics of social capital. In 2019 he was commissioned by the UK
Treasury to lead a global independent Review on the economics of
biodiversity, which was published February 2021.




STATEMENTS

Mr. Carlos Manuel Rodriguez | CEO ana
Chairperson, Global Environment Facility

Lawyer by profession, politician by choice, and conservationist at
heart, Carlos Manuel Rodriguez was elected as CEO and Chairperson
of the Global Environment Facility by its governing body, the GEF
Council, in June 2020. The former Costa Rican Environment and
Energy Minister was a pioneer in the development of Payment for
Ecosystem Services initiatives and strategies for forest restoration,
ocean conservation, and de-carbonization, and is an internationally
recognized  expert on  environmental  policy, — multilateral
environmental negotiations, and financing for nature conservation.
During his three terms as Minister of Environment and Energy, Costa
Rica doubled the size of its forests, made its electric sector 100
percent clean and renewable, and consolidated a National Park
System that has positioned the Central American country as a prime
ecotourism destination.




STATEMENTS

Mr. Yannick Glemarec | Executive Director,
Green Climate Fund

Yannick has 30 years of international experience in climate change,
development and finance, and their interrelationships. He served as
UN Assistant Secretary-General and Deputy Executive Director for
Policy and Programme in UN Women from 2015 to 2018. Before
joining UN Women, he was Executive Coordinator of the UN Multi-
Partner Trust Fund Office in New York from 2013 to the beginning of
2015. Previously, he served first as UNDP Deputy Executive
Coordinator and then as UNDP Executive Coordinator for the Global
Environment Facility in New York from 2003 to 2012, where he
oversaw the formulation and implementation of a USD 6 billion
portfolio for climate change management, biodiversity conservation,
and sustainable natural resources management. Yannick holds a
PhD from the University of Paris in Environment Sciences, and two
Master’s degrees in Hydrology and in Business Administration




STATEMENTS

Mr. Saker Nusseibeh |CEO of International
Federated Hermes on behalf of Finance for
Biodiversity Pledge

Saker is CEQO of the international business of Federated Hermes, appointed
November 2011. Saker is founder of the 300 Club, a member of the IIRC
Council, the FCA-PRA Climate Financial Risk Forum, the United Nations
Environmental Programme Financial Initiative Steering Committee, the
Banking Standards Board, the Institute for Fiscal Studies, the UN Business
and Human Security Initiative Advisory Board, and the Advisory Board of the
National Youth Orchestra. In 2018, Saker was named CEQ of the Year at the
Financial News Asset Management Europe Awards and was named as
European Personality of the Year for 2020 at the Funds Europe Awards. He
has a BA and PhD in Medieval History from King's College, University of
London. Saker was awarded a CBE (Commander of the Order of the British
Empire) in the Queen’s 2020 New Year's Honours list for services to
Responsible Business and Finance.




STATEMENTS

H.E. Klaus lohannis | President of Romania

Klaus lohannis is the current President of Romania, serving his
second term in office. Throughout his two mandates, President
Klaus lohannis received numerous state honorary distinctions and
prestigious international awards for his contribution to the
promotion of democratic values, transparency, the rule of law and
the fight against corruption, including the Emperor Otto Prize, the
Charlemagne Prize and the Light Unto the Nations award. In his
second term, President Klaus lohannis is committed to supporting
national, European and international policies that protect the
environment and promote sustainable development, in particular
measures aimed at reducing pollution, protecting biodiversity and
fighting climate change.




H.E. Stefan Lofven |Prime Minister of Sweden

Stefan Lofven has been the Prime Minister of Sweden since 2014
and Leader of the Swedish Social Democratic Party since 2012.
Between 2006-2012 he was the Chair of IF Metall and Board
member, Swedish Trade Union Confederation. He has an
educational background in Trade union training and attended the
School of Social Work and Public Administration, Umea. He lives
in Stockholm.




H.E. Dr Janos Ader | President of Hungary

Biography & photo pending



H.E. Mr. Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa|President of
Portuga

Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa was born in Lisbon, on 12 December 1948.
He is a Catholic and has 2 children and 5 grandchildren. A Law
Graduate, he received a Doctorate in Legal and Political Science in
1984. He was a tenured professor at the Faculty of Law of Lisbon
University, and has taught throughout his career in various
institutions of further education, in Portugal and abroad. He has
held various positions in local government, including Municipal
Deputy, Metropolitan Deputy, Councillor and President of the
Municipal Assemblies of Cascais, Lisbon, and Celorico de Basto.
Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa was elected President of the Republic for
the first time on 24 January 2016 and took office on 9 March. He
was re-elected for a second term on 24 January 2021 and took office
on 9 March of the same year.




STATEMENTS

Johnny Kasudluak | Project Coordinator,
Argvilliit Indigenous Protected and Conserved

Area Project, Nunavik, Canada

Johnny Kasudluak currently works as the Project Coordinator for the
Arqvilliit ~Indigenous Protected and Conserved Area Project in
Inukjuak, Nunavik (Canada). He is a firm believer in preserving Inuit
culture, language and ecosystems Inuit rely on, which aligns with the
goals of the conservation efforts of this project. He has worked for
Inuit in Nunavik in a variety of capacities, as the President of the
Kativik Ilisarniliriniq (Nuanvik Inuit School Board), as a residence
manager for adult students and has helped other organizations with
employment projects. When he’s not working, he is reading and goes
out on the land when the weather is cooperative.




H.E. Ms. Natalia Gavrilita | Prime Minister of the
Republic of Moldova

Biography & photo pending



H.E. Jean-Yves Le Drian | Minister for Europe ana
Foreign Aftfairs of France

Jean-Yves Le Drian is the Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs since
May 2017. Prior to this, he was the Minister of Defence from April
2014-May 2017 and during another tenure from May 2012-March
2014. Le Drian was electected President of the Regional Council of
Brittany from 2004-2012. He is an Honorary National Education
Inspector-General, since 1993 and is the holder of the Agrégation in
History.




STATEMENTS

Ms. Erika Mouynes | Minister of Foreign Affairs of
the Republic of Panama

Erika Mouynes has bachelor's degre in Law and Political Science
from the University Santa Maria la Antigua in Panama, and a
bachelor’s degree in business administration from the Latin
American University of Science and Technology, both magna cum
laude. She has a Master in Corporate Law from New York University
and a Master in International Law from the University of California,
Berkley. She also obtained a postgraduate degree in Business and
Finance from the University of New York as a Fullbright Fellow. In
2019, she was appointed as Vice Minister of Multilateral Affairs and
Cooperation of the Foreign Ministry. She has been honored with
numerous international awards, including the Association of
Corporate Counsel's Best Global General Counsel Award in 2015




STATEMENTS

Ms. Ana Maria Hernandez Salgar | Chair of the
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES)

Ana Maria Hernandez Salgar is an expert in the field of biodiversity,
with a focus on environmental law, international negotiations and
the science-policy interface. In her more than 22 years of experience
she has worked at the Alexander von Humboldt Institute, the Ministry
of Environment, the Fundacion NaturaCert and was a professor at
the Universidad del Rosario and the Universidad Javeriana in
Colombia. She was recognized as “Person of the Year 2019” by the
newspaper “El Espectador” (Colombia) and received the Uladeo
2019 “Respect for the Environment” Award. She has participated
extensively in work under the CBD, served on the Bureaux of the
UNCCD, the Protocol on Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife to the
Cartagena Convention and IPBES. In May 2019 she was elected as
Chair of IPBES.
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STATEMENTS

Hon. Evarist Bartolo | Minister for Foreign ana
Furopean Affairs of Malta

Evarist Bartolo is a Maltese politician within the Labour Party and he
currently serves as the Minister for Foreign and European Affairs. He
previously served as Malta's Minister for Education and Employment
between 2013 and January 2020, with another term as Minister for
Education and Culture between 1996 and 1998. He has been a
member of the Maltese Parliament since 1992. In 1975 Bartolo
graduated from the University of Malta with a B.A.(Hons) degree in
English Literature. In 1984 he was awarded a scholarship for a
diploma course in journalism at Stanford University. He then read for
a Master's in Education at the University of Cardiff which he
completed in 1986.







CLOSING REMARKS

H.E. Alexander De Croo | Prime Minister of Belgium

Alexander De Croo has been Prime Minister of Belgium since October
2020. Prior to this, De Croo was Deputy Prime Minister since 2072.
He has also held the positions of Finance Minister & Development
Cooperation and Minister for Development Cooperation, Digital
Agenda & Telecom. A commercial engineer by training, Alexander De
Croo obtained an MBA from the Kellogg School of Management,
Northwestern University, Chicago in 2004.




CLOSING REMARKS

H.E. Ms. Amina J. Mohammed | Deputy
Secretary-General of the United Nations

Ms. Amina J. Mohammed is the Deputy Secretary-General of the
United Nations and Chair of the United Nations Sustainable
Development Group. Prior to her appointment, Ms. Mohammed
served as Minister of Environment of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
where she steered the country’s efforts on climate action and efforts
to protect the natural environment. Ms. Mohammed began her
career working on the design of schools and clinics in Nigeria. She
served as an advocate focused on increasing access to education
and other social services, before moving into the public sector, where
she rose to the position of aadviser to four successive Presidents on
poverty, public sector reform, and sustainable development. Ms.
Mohammed has been conferred several honorary doctorates and
has served as an adjunct professor, lecturing on international
development.
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CLOSING REMARKS

Ms. Inger Anderson | Executive Director, UN
Environmental Program

Inger Andersen is Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations and
Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme.

Between 2015 and 2019, Ms. Andersen was the Director General of
the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). Ms.
Andersen has more than 30 years of experience in international
development economics, environmental sustainability, strategy and
operations. For 15 years at The World Bank, Ms. Andersen held
several leadership positions including Vice President of the Middle
East and North Africa, Vice President for Sustainable Development
and Head of the CGIAR Fund Council. Prior to the World Bank, Ms.
Andersen worked for 12 years on drought, desertification, and water
management at the United Nations including at the UN Sudano-
Sahelian Office and UNDP.




CLOSING REMARKS

Ms. Elizabeth Mrema | Executive Secretary of the
Convention on Biological Diversity

Elizabeth Maruma Mrema s the Executive Secretary of the
Convention on Biological Diversity. She has worked with the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) for over two decades and
was the Director of Law Division at UNEP. Prior to that, she was
Deputy Director of the Ecosystems Division, in charge of
coordination, operations and programme delivery. She also served
as Executive Secretary of the UNEP/Secretariat of the Convention on
the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals. Her work at
UNEP has focused on development, implementation and
enforcement of environmental laws, including — multilateral
environmental agreements at national, regional and international
levels.




Meet the Speakers: Post-Closing
Segment







MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS

Dr. Abdullah Mohammad Bel Haif Al Nuaimi |
Minister of Environment of United Arab Emirates

His Excellency Dr Abdullah bin Mohammed Belhaif Al Nuaimi was
appointed Minister of Climate Change and Environment in July 2020.
In this role, he leads the Ministry’s mission of spearheading the UAE’S
drive to mitigate and adapt to the impact of climate change, and
protect the country’s ecosystems through developing and
Implementing effective measures, policies, and initiatives. In addition
to his ministerial responsibilities, Dr Al Nuaimi heads the UAE Council
for Climate Change and Environment, the National Biosecurity
Committee, and the Emirates Committee for Sustainable
Environment Research. He is also a member of the Ministerial
Development Council. Between 2013 and 2020, Dr Al Nuaimi served
as Minister of Infrastructure Development. He holds a PhD in
Construction Management from the University of Reading in the UK
(1990), and a bachelor’s degree in Mechanical Engineering (1980)
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.



Mr. Tom de Bruijn | Minister for Foreign Trade
and Development Cooperation of the Netherlands

On 14 July 2021 it was announced that on 10 August 2021 Mr De
Bruijn would be appointed Minister for Foreign Trade and
Development Cooperation. Between 2014 and 2018 he was a
member of The Hague municipal executive for Democrats ‘66 (D66)
with responsibility for finance, traffic, transport and the environment.
He temporarily served as acting mayor of The Hague in March 2017.
From 2003 to 2011 Mr De Bruijn was the Dutch Permanent
Representative to the European Union in Brussels. He studied War
Studies, King's College London and Law, University of Utrecht.




Mr. Malcolm Noonan T.D.|Minister of State for
Heritage and Electoral Reform, Ireland

Malcolm Noonan TD was appointed Minister of State for Heritage and
Electoral Reform in July 2020. First elected to Kilkenny Borough Council and
Kilkenny County Council in 2004, he has served sixteen years in local
government and was Mayor of Kilkenny in 2009; the first Green Party
Mayor in the City’s long history. He served for a short time as Irish Delegate
on the EU Committee of the Regions and Co-Chair of the All Island Nuclear
Free Local Authorities Forum. Malcolm’s background prior to entering
electoral politics was in environmental and community activism, as a
director and national coordinator with Friends of the Earth Ireland and
involvement in community-based activism, biodiversity, climate action,
mobility, disability advocacy, integration, Traveller development and mental
health. His professional work has spanned landscape gardening, suicide
prevention and graphic design. He holds qualifications in industrial design
and a BA(Hons) in Rural Development. Malcolm s currently studying
towards an MA in International Development in NUIM.







MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS

Mr. Rubén Ramirez Mateo | Minister of
Environment of Peru

Biography & photo pending



CIVIL SOCIETY STATEMENT

Ms. Patricia Zurita | CEQO, Birdlife

From Ecuador, Patricia is the first woman from the developing world
to lead an international conservation organisation, and IS d
passionate, experienced and inspiring speaker and moderator. She
uses BirdLife’s world-leading science and unparalleled on-ground
experience to highlight the need to align the nature, climate and
sustainable development agendas for an equitable, carbon-neutral,
nature-positive world. Beyond the BirdLife Partnership, we work with
a host of other conservation/ development/ climate NGOS,
conventions and the private and public sector, and Patricia is a
founding member of the Global Goal for Nature CEO Group as well
as a supporter of the Leaders’ Pledge for Nature. Keen to ensure we
learn lessons from the COVID-19 crisis and build back better, she has
personally instigated and is leading BirdLife’s Partnership-wide green
recovery initiative and our #1Planet]1Right campaign, calling for UN
recognition of the right to a healthy environment.




