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I am pleased to join you with all for the inception workshop on Mapping Nature for People 
and Planet. 
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I am thrilled to be doing this virtually thanks to the ‘new normal’ imposed on us all by the 
novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. 
 
Uganda is blessed with some of the world’s richest biodversity. Internationally and in Africa, 
for its size, Uganda is among those countries endowed with the greatest diversity of animal 
and plant species. To mention but a few; 

• Although Uganda occupies only 2% of the world’s area, with a recorded 18,783 
species of fauna and flora, its among the top ten most bio-diverse countries in the 
world, 

• Uganda is host to 53.9% of the World’s population of mountain gorillas, 

• 11% (1,063 species) of the world’s recorded species of birds (50% of Africa’s bird 
species), 

• 7.8% (345 species) of the Global Mammal Diversity (39% of Africa’s Mammal 
Richness), 

• 19% (86 species) of Africa’s amphibian species richness, 

• 14% (142 species) of Africa’s reptile species, 

• 1,249 recorded species of butterflies and 600 species of fish. 
 
The biggest challenge Uganda is facing is the loss of biodiversity due to environmental and 
natural resources degradation including deforestation and wetland encroachment, which 
needs to minimized to sustain her rich biodiversity.  
 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
The role of nature cannot be underestimated. Nature provides the food, fresh water, and 
clean air that we need to survive. Nature also helps protect us from flooding and the other 
effects of extreme weather and a changing climate. The current record high water levels in 
Lake Victoria and flooding of Lake Victoria, River Nile and other rivers in many parts of 
Uganda are a testimony to the impact of Climate change and widescale  degradation of the 
environment and natural resources. For instance Uganda’s forest cover has declined to 9% 
in 2019 from 24% in 1990 and the wetland cover is down to 8.9% (2019) from 23% in 
1994. A key priority for UNDP in the preservation of nature is – mitigation and adaptation 
to climate change. By protecting, restoring, and sustainably managing nature, we can 
achieve more than one-third of our climate emissions solutions.  
 
Likewise, ecosystem-based strategies to conserve and restore land and ocean ecosystems 
are generally more cost-effective, durable and have more co-benefits than other strategies 
to adapt to climate change. It is important to note that, globally, for every dollar we invest 
in forest protection and restoration, we invest one hundred and forty times more in the 
drivers of deforestation (i.e. things that cause deforestation). There is thus need to align 



3 
 

government expenditure, economic policy, and private sector capital to booster 
investments in climate action. 
 

Uganda has set an ambitious target to reduce its Green house gas emissions to 22% by 
2030. UNDP is working actively to support this ambitious commitment, as this means, on 
the one hand, consolidating nature-based solutions established in the country. Both the 
Second National Development Plan and NDC commit to an increase in forest cover from 
the current 9% to 24% by 2030. UNDP is implementing a program of work that promotes 
nature-based solutions as a production practice, and as a safeguard to community water 
sources with private and public stakeholders.  
 
To accomplish these ambitious goals, we must link our actions on nature, on climate, and 

on sustainable development. To achieve that, we must prioritize our investments to not 

only maintain Uganda’s iconic biodiversity and maximize our climate change mitigation 

and adaptation efforts, but to also deliver across our national priorities around water 

security, food security, disaster risk reduction, and jobs and livelihoods. Uganda is planning 

to focus on infrastructure investments in energy, roads, water, air, rail, industrial parks, and 

mechanized irrigation schemes to support increased production/productivity for export 

expansion and the production of goods that are otherwise imported and there is need to 

ensure that these investments are done in a sustainable manner. 

 
The digital revolution 
 
Spatial data will be helpful in this endeavor. As we enter the Fourth Industrial Revolution, 
technology is revolutionizing our ability to understand the natural world. Nearly 2,000 
satellites orbiting the earth provide a bird’s eye view of the Earth’s surface in real-time, 
while drones and mobile apps enable local communities and indigenous peoples to map 
their knowledge of local ecosystems.  
 
In Uganda, UNDP is working with various partners including the Green Climate Fund, 
Austrian Development Agency under Governments Presidential initiative on wetlands to 
restore over 80,000 Ha of wetland by 2025. This project is also partnering with UNDP, 
Office of Information and Technology, Bureau of Management Support to utilize satellite 
and space technology to monitor land use changes. The UNDP Accelerator Lab Uganda 
is also working on reducing deforestation and developing a real-time data sharing platform .  
 
These tools are excellent resources. But they do not – yet – provide us with the full answers 
we need. These tools do not – yet – accurately identify where to take action to protect, 
restore, and sustainably manage nature for conservation, climate change mitigation, and 
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ecosystem service provision. They do not – yet – enable Uganda to run customized analyses 
to identify where to take action based on national priorities and commitments.  
 
But the scientific foundation exists to do this – and we have some of the world’s best 
scientists in this workshop who can guide us to develop the methods for a pilot in Uganda. 
There is political will in Uganda right from His Excellency, President Yoweri Museveni, on 
restoration of fragile ecosystems such as Wetlands and associated catchments. We can ride 
on this support to map the connections across relevant landscapes, commitments and 
policies. United Nations Development Programme plays an Integrator role within the UN 
system to support this kind work, to connect science, policy, and implementation to deliver 
across the Rio Conventions and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  
 
As we look forward, many are calling 2020 a ‘super year’ for biodiversity. 2020 is the year 
the world will agree on a new global biodiversity framework. It is the year the Paris 
Agreement will go into effect. It is one of our last chances to build global political will to 
take action for nature that will address the twin climate and biodiversity crises. UNDP is 
committed to building the science and galvanizing the political we need to use spatial data 
to identify the specific actions governments can take to help transform this biodiversity 
crisis into an opportunity for cohesive sustainable development.  
 
The workshop plants the seed for this ambitious goal. You have in your hands, the power 
to start something that, together, we can bring to the world. Climate, nature-based solutions 
and energy have a key role to play in supporting post COVID19 recovery efforts as we 
build back better. COVID19 has already demonstrated the link between people and nature  
such as the improved environmental quality due to less air pollution from reduced air travel. 
This means that we all need to focus on ensuring environment and natural resources 
integrity as we build back better during post COVID era. 
 
I invite you to use these three days – to take advantage of the diverse group in this room 
who have come from around the world and from across Uganda to reflect on these 
important issues. I invite you to take advantage of the agenda, which the organizing team 
has set up to support you to explore your creativity, build new collaborations, and have fun 
as you explore these complex and dynamic topics. 
 
UNDP Uganda pledges its commitment to support this initiative, which would be a major 
contribution from us to the the People of Uganda, and indeed, a contribution from the 
UN to the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals during this Decade of 
Action. 
 
I wish you fruitful deliberations and look forward to the outcomes of this essential work.    


