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YRAMMUS EVITUCEXE

Adopted on 4 March 2018, the Regional Agreement
on Access to Information, Public Participation and
Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin America
and the Caribbean (the Escazú Agreement) became
the first agreement in the world to prescribe legal
protection for environmental human rights
defenders and the first regional agreement in Latin
America and the Caribbean (LAC) with a focus on
both environmental and human rights.
The Agreement’s entry into force on Earth Day 2021 after being ratified by half
of its 24 signatory countries is a cause for celebration: it is a historic
achievement for environmental democracy both regionally and globally,
which provides a common framework to address the triple planetary crisis –
biodiversity loss, climate change and pollution- through improved
governance and increased transparency.
Upon the adoption of the United Nations Human Rights Council’s Resolution
48/13 affirming that a clean, healthy and sustainable environment is a basic
human right, as well as the launch of the UN Secretary-General's Global Call
to Action on Human Rights, the recognition that human rights are central to
the world’s most pressing issues has continued to grow in Latin America and
the Caribbean, and beyond. However, greater action, enhanced coordination,
and concrete commitments are still needed to advance laws and policies that
regulate, promote, and implement in practice these basic human rights.
To catalyse action to implement the Escazú Agreement in synergy with the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and biodiversity-related Multilateral
Environmental Agreements, the Environmental Governance Programme, in
partnership with the Nordic Institute of Latin American Studies at Stockholm
University and UNDP in Latin America and the Caribbean, convened a
Dialogue Series “The Escazú Agreement, Human Rights and Healthy
Ecosystems.” This Dialogue Series was co-sponsored by the UN Environment
Programme (UNEP), Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (UN
Human Rights), and Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions
(GANHRI), as part of a broader partnership on the UN General Secretary
Global Call for Action on Human Rights.

THE ESCAZÚ AGREEMENT, HUMAN RIGHTS AND HEALTHY ECOSYSTEMS

02

The Dialogue Series consisted of three online sessions. The sessions focused on

YRAMMUS EVITUCEXE

the importance of the Escazú Agreement, strategic entry points and tools for
implementing the Escazú Agreement in synergy with global commitments, and
ways to promote an enhanced understanding among State actors and UN
agencies on the content and strategies to implement the Escazú Agreement.
The online sessions were held on 18,19, and 27 October in English, Spanish, and
Portuguese. They attracted 498 registrants, 257 of whom attended the sessions.
Participants represented primarily Latin America and the Caribbean (82.7%),
Western Europe and North America (9.2%), Africa (4.5%), and Asia Pacific (1.5%).
The majority of participants hailed from civil society (38%), the public sector
(23.4%), multilateral organisations (15.4%), and higher education and research
institutions (15.4%).

Four key high-level insights emerged from the Dialogue Series:

Sign and Ratify

The more Latin American and
Caribbean countries sign and ratify
the Escazú Agreement, the more
likely the Agreement will be able to
achieve its objectives. For this reason,
countries that have already ratified
the agreement need a space for
sustained dialogue for sharing lessons
learned, bottlenecks, and best
practises.

Inclusivity

There is an urgent need to ensure
that gender equality, the
perspectives of marginalised
communities, and the
intergenerational perspective are
mainstreamed throughout decisionmaking processes. The first step in
implementing the agreement is
recognizing the barriers that
stakeholders and rights-holders face
in policy- and decision-making
processes.

Synergistic Benefits
The Escazú Agreement is not the
ceiling, it is the floor on which we
stand - a starting point rather than a
final achievement - and one that can
prompt transformational innovations
not only for the objectives of Escazú,
but also for the objectives of other
Multilateral Environmental
Agreements related to healthy
ecosystems.

Key Enablers
Education, training, and public
awareness are key enablers of the
success of the Escazú Agreement.
Bottom-up learning and knowledgesharing are essential for a deeper
understanding of the implementation of
the Agreement.

This report provides a summary of the main take-aways from the Dialogue Series.
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To inform the Dialogue Series, participants were invited to complete a short anonymous
survey in English, Spanish, or Portuguese. The survey generated 102 responses from
individuals in 22 countries.

Which country do you work in?
The majority of respondents hailed from Colombia (13.7%), Mexico (10.6%),
Argentina (10.1%), Peru (9.1%), Brazil (9.1%), and Ecuador (8.6%).

102

Colombia
Mexico

responses

Argentina

22

Peru

Brazil

Ecuador

countries
0%

5%

10%

15%

What type of organisation do you work for?
Respondents represented diverse professional backgrounds, with the majority
working in the civil society (38.2%), and state institutions (24.5%), followed by
multilateral organisations (15.7%), higher education and research institutions (11.8%),
and the private sector (4.9%).
Civil society

State institutions

Multilateral organisations

Higher education and research institutions

Private sector
0%

10%
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The majority of respondents (59.2%) reported that the primary challenge in reaching the
objectives of the Escazú Agreement in their country was the lack of proper
implementation of national legislation on access rights. 27.6% of respondents held that
the main main challenge is lack of alignment of national legislation with the Escazu
Agreement. Finally, 13.3% of respondents replied that absence of national legislation
concerning access rights is the primary barrier.

Respondents were asked to rank whether, in the country where they work, there are
sufficient laws and policies regarding distinct Access Rights to enhance environmental
quality on a scale from 0 (not sufficient at all) to 10 (fully sufficient). Specifically, they had
an opportunity to provide their opinion on access to information, public participation,
and access to justice. In the context of access to information, the average response across
the scale was 5.5, indicating that respondents’ opinion that the level of access to
information was neither sufficient nor entirely insufficient. The degree of public
participation received a similar rating (5.3). Lastly, participants placed the presence of
laws and policies regarding access to justice at 4.7 on the qualitative scale from 0 to 10
which points clearly at the need to strengthen the three types of access rights to
enhance environmental quality.

What is the main challenge in reaching the
objectives of the Escazu Agreement?
13.2%

59.2%

There is no national legislation concerning
access rights in the country/ies where I work
There is national legislation concerning access
rights in the country/ies where I work but it is
not in line with the Escazu agreement standards

27.6%

There is adequate national legislation
concerning access rights in the country/ies
where I work but it is not properly implemented

Are there sufficient laws and policies regarding
distinct access rights to enhance environmental
quality in the country where you work?

Access to information
Public participation
Access to justice

0

2.5

5

Not sufficient at all
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Respondents were asked to characterise the process of accessing information in the
country where they work by ranking their opinions on a scale from 0 (fully disagree) to 10
(fully agree). The average ranking of the five characteristics of access to information was
rather low, 4.3, with certain differences across the distinct characteristics:
Accurate, precise and detailed (average response of 4.9)
Trusted by everyone to be accurate (average response of 4.5)
Easy to obtain by all right-holders (average response of 4.3)
Easy to understand by everyone (average response of 4.1)
Made public timely enough (average response of 4.0).

Finally, an overwhelming majority of respondents indicated that coordination between
state-led initiatives and right-holders' initiatives aiming to address healthy environment
challenges is somewhat insufficient, with the average ranking of 4.3 on the scale of 0 to
10.

Does access to information have the following
characteristics to enable the enhancement of
environmental quality?
Accurate, precise and detailed

Trusted by everyone to be accurate
Easy to obtain by all right-holders
Easy to understand by everyone
Made public timely enough

0

2.5

5

Fully disagree

4.3/10

7.5

10
Fully agree

Participants indicated that
coordination between state-led
initiatives and right-holders'
initiatives is somewhat insufficient.
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Escazú Agreement’s
regionally rooted
legal innovations:
Why they matter for
people and nature
and what’s next?

The opening part of this session set the scene for the
Dialogue Series, emphasising the connections
between the Escazú Agreement, biodiversity-related
Multilateral Environmental Agreements, and the UN
Secretary-General's Global Call to Action on Human
Rights. The roundtable part of this session discussed
lessons learned and good practises by Latin
American and Caribbean countries in the
implementation of the Escazú Agreement.
The discussion revealed synergies between the
Escazú Agreement and sustainable recovery
strategies which can support the achievement of the
SDGs. The focus was placed on how national
jurisprudence and existing national laws, regulations,
and policies can support environmental democracy
when grounded in the realities of the region. The
experiences of NHRIs in monitoring and advising the
domestic implementation of international
instruments and in ”bridging” duty-bearers and
right-holders was highlighted.
This session took place on 18 October 2021. The
recordings are available in English, Spanish, and
Portuguese.
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Setting the scene by
the moderator
Claudia Ituarte-Lima
Stockholm
University/Raoul
Wallenberg Institute/
University of British
Columbia

The Escazú Agreement is an innovation in
environmental participatory democracy and is a
strategic tool to address the triple crisis of biodiversity
loss, climate change and pollution. By elaborating on
the content of access rights: access to information,
public participation, and access to justice in
environmental matters, this treaty provides a strategic
tool to achieve positive substantive social-ecological
outcomes. It is an innovative legal treaty because it
recognizes both the right to a healthy environment and
sustainable development of present and future
generations, but it also explicitly recognizes the rights of
human rights defenders in environmental matters.
While the Escazú Agreement was negotiated and
adopted by State institutions, the participation of civil
society was key in its elaboration and will continue to be
in its implementation. This ground-up innovative
approach of this regional treaty provides lessons
learned and tools for catalysing action at multiple
geographical scales such as for advancing
implementation of the 2020 call to action on human
rights by the Secretary General of the United Nations
and implementing the Convention on Biological
Diversity’s commitments including the conservation of
biological diversity; the sustainable use of its
components; an the fair and equitable sharing of the
benefits arising out of biodiversity and healthy
ecosystems.
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JAIRO ACUÑA-ALFARO
TEAM LEADER FOR LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN'S
GOVERNANCE TEAM, UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

What are the key elements that should be included in a common narrative by
UN organisations to support the implementation of the Escazu Agreement in
synergy with international commitments concerning healthy ecosystems?
The COVID-19 pandemic is linked to an exclusion crisis and limitations on access
rights. In some contexts, the pandemic is exacerbating existing inequalities and
threatening to revert decades of progress in combatting exclusion, discrimination,
and institutional violence. Environmental issues are not insulated from the impacts
of the global health crisis.
While the current crisis is also one of inherent power dynamics and governance
shortfalls, it is also an opportunity to rebuild fraught relationships between people
and institutions. Through the development of a common narrative on the synergies
between the Escazú Agreement and international commitments concerning
healthy ecosystems, we could empower stakeholders to redefine our existing social
contracts, and the relationships between people and nature creating long-lasting
changes.
A concise and coordinated common narrative on access rights and healthy
ecosystems commitments advanced by States, right-holders, and UN organisations
could play a critical role in generating public support for the implementation of the
Escazú Agreement, strengthening the very institutions that protect these rights. If
a common narrative is to succeed, the cumulative effect of the laws and policies
which support environmental justice and democracy will need to be recognized.
Improving trust in local institutions will help to strengthen access to information
and public participation.
Training and public awareness will be imperative to ensure that the Escazú
Agreement is successfully implemented in national contexts.

"

"Environmental justice does
not happen in a vacuum. It
forms part of the broader
governance efforts, and is
dependent upon how states,
institutions and citizens
understand environmental
- Jairoand
Acuña-Alfaro,
Team Leader
issues
the importance
of for
Latin
Americasaving
and theand
Caribbean's
protecting,
Governance
Team,
United
safeguarding natural Nations
Development
resources."Programme
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SANTIAGO CARRIZOSA
UNDP GLOBAL ADVISOR ON BIODIVERSITY AND ECOSYSTEM FOR LATIN
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

How is the UNDP supporting the implementation of the Escazú Agreement
through biodiversity and ecosystem projects in Latin America and the
Caribbean?
There are 53 ongoing projects in 23 countries in the region which respond to these
fundamental environmental priorities to deliver social and financial benefits, and to
act as a bridge between human and environmental rights. These projects are firmly
aligned with the three core objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity.
When environmental safeguards are successfully applied, a participatory and
multi-stakeholder approach can be guaranteed throughout project design,
implementation, and monitoring. This approach helps to ensure that only the
projects deemed most relevant by local communities are implemented. It also
helps to strengthen the capacity of governments to protect environmental rights.
The application of environmental and social safeguards within UNDP projects
contributes directly and indirectly to the implementation of the Escazú Agreement
by safeguarding participation, engagement, and access to information.

"

“Now, more than ever, we
need all the help we can get
to face the fourth crisis
facing mankind and the
planet: The pandemic crisis,
the biodiversity crisis, climate
crisis
the pollution
- Jairoand
Acuña-Alfaro,
Teamand
Leader for
waste
crisis.
The
common
Latin America and the Caribbean's
denominator
among
these
Governance Team,
United
Nations
four crises
is us: humankind.”
Development
Programme
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XAVIER MENA
DEPUTY REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR SOUTH AMERICA, UNITED
NATIONS OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

What are key elements that should be included in a common narrative by the
United Nations agencies to support the implementation of the Escazú
Agreement in synergy with international commitments concerning healthy
ecosystems?
The public mechanisms used throughout the negotiation processes have increased
public awareness and understanding of environmental rights, as well as enhanced
the ability of civil society to engage in a dialogue with governments.
Agreement 169 of the International Labour Organisation (ILO), also known as
Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention of 1989, stands as another key
instrument through which synergistic benefits for environmental democracy can
be achieved.
Looking forward, there is hope that the recent momentum and action will lead not
only to more regional initiatives outside of Latin America and the Caribbean, but
also to a global pact for the environment.
The Escazú Agreement can guide other countries in the world on the development
of legal instruments to better safeguard environmental justice and address the
challenges faced by people and communities whose human rights are violated
including in relation to the effects of climate change.

"

“Through its human rights
approach, the Escazú
Agreement creates specific
obligations for governments
with regards to public
participation, access to
justice,
and access
to Leader for
- Jairo
Acuña-Alfaro,
Team
information,
an
Latin Americaserving
and theas
Caribbean's
innovative
normative
toolNations
to
Governance
Team, United
increase
government
Development
Programme
accountability.”
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MARIA CANDELA ZAFFIRO TACCHETTI
UNEP PANAMA

What are key elements that should be included in a common narrative by the
United Nations agencies to support the implementation of the Escazú
Agreement in synergy with international commitments concerning healthy
ecosystems?
A long history of international commitments has contributed to the deep value of
the Escazú Agreement. Among the frameworks and initiatives that form a critical
foundation for the Escazú Agreement are Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration of 1992,
Agreement 169 of the International Labour Organisation (ILO), the Convention on
Biological Diversity, the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and many more.
The establishment of specialised tribunals and prosecutors that seek to raise the
standard of environmental human rights as a result of the Escazú Agreement has
created strong benefits in terms of increasing access to environmental justice.
There is a need for further formal recognition of the interconnectedness of human
rights and environmental rights by states.
A sustained platform for enhanced communication, coordination, and participation
among the state, civil society, the private sector, and the public is imperative.

"

“Now is the time to analyse
and investigate jointly how
we are going to move
forward towards the
implementation of the
Escazú Agreement,
respecting all the legislations
- Jairo
Acuña-Alfaro,
Team Leader for
and
national
constitutions
Latinrefer
America
andright
the Caribbean's
that
to the
to a
Governance
Team, United
Nations
healthy
environment.
States
Development
Programme
need to work together in a
direct and committed way.”
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JOSE DAVID SANDOVAL
DEPUTY ATTORNEY FOR THE DEFENCE OF ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS

What are key elements that should be included in a common narrative by the
United Nations agencies to support the implementation of the Escazú
Agreement in synergy with international commitments concerning healthy
ecosystems?
National human rights institutions play a fundamental role in monitoring and
advising on the implementation of the Escazú Agreement, in mediating between
rights-holders and obligation-holders, and in supporting the synergies between
other international conventions.
In countries that have not ratified the Escazú Agreement, human rights institutions
can emphasise the importance of the Agreement by promoting it through the
environmental boards and relevant departmental delegations.
While countries have different national laws on access to information, public
participation, and environmental justice, the Escazú Agreement offers further
synergies with the other international conventions on the environment and human
rights. These synergies can help to empower national institutions and guide
improvements for environmental democracy.
Increasing public awareness is a critical first step if we wish to increase the number
of countries that are signing and ratifying the Escazú Agreement.

"

“Even if countries have not yet
signed the Escazú Agreement,
national human rights
institutions and environmental
human rights attorneys still
have an important role to play
in promoting the Agreement
through the Environmental
- Jairo and
Acuña-Alfaro,
Team Leader for
Board,
the departmental
Latin
and the the
Caribbean's
officeAmerica
to emphasise
Governance
Team,
Nations
importance
of United
the
Development
Programme
international treaty, in the
monitoring process and in
communicating the
importance of the agreement.”
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PATRICIA MENCAY
PRESIDENT OF ASSOCIATION OF WAORANI WOMEN OF THE
ECUADORIAN AMAZON - AMWAE

What leverage points and innovations led by Indigenous Peoples can be used
to implement the Escazú Agreement to achieve positive social and ecological
outcomes in practice?
By using traditional techniques passed down through generations, it is possible to
create sustainable alternative livelihoods for women. These techniques can be
preserved and further passed down, safeguarding communities’ cultural identity
and knowledge.
The knowledge and understanding of traditional medicinal techniques is
irreplaceable, and the practical expertise in local reforestation techniques are key
to safeguarding the value of the land. Women are on the frontlines of preserving
knowledge and safeguarding land.
The articulation of the Waorani identity and the legal registration of the territory
has taken place because of the women. All of these actions help to create and
ensure that the families of today and tomorrow are economically protected.
The protection and defence of land is not only important for Indigenous Peoples,
but critical to their survival and well-being.

"

“We have struggled to defend
our rainforest, to defend our
home in the Pastaza province
of Ecuador. Oil companies
have contaminated our forests
and polluted our rivers in the
Pastaza province. Waorani
- Jairo Acuña-Alfaro, Team Leader for
Women, we have organised
Latin America and the Caribbean's
ourselves to fight the mining,
Governance Team, United Nations
the oil and the timber
Development Programme
industries.”
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PALOMA COSTA OLIVEIRA, MEMBER OF THE UNITED NATIONS
SECRETARY GENERAL'S YOUTH ADVISORY GROUP
MAXIMO MAZZOCCO, ECO HOUSE GLOBAL
What leverage points and innovations led by youth can be used to implement
the Escazú Agreement to achieve positive social and ecological outcomes in
practice?
Environmental activists in Latin American and the Caribbean are increasingly
under threat. Young people in this region are fighting for access to information,
quality education, and inclusion in decision-making processes.
Without the core elements highlighted under the Escazú Agreement, it is
impossible to comply with any environmental standard, regulation, or law. With
every new law and policy adopted, there needs to be greater horizontal
coordination and cooperation among stakeholders to ensure that these
fundamental rights are protected.
Access to information needs to be easy, and the information itself needs to be
transparent and received in a timely manner to ensure that fundamental rights are
protected.
The climate and the ecological crises are complex, and many people still do not
fully comprehend the severity of the situation. Youth and children need access to
high quality education that would enable their informed participation and
empower them to be part of the change.

"

“Without access to information, it is
impossible to comply with any standard,
regulation or law regarding the
environment”
- Maximo Mazzocco

- Jairo Acuña-Alfaro, Team Leader for
Latin America and the Caribbean's
Governance Team, United Nations
“We as the young people are going to keep
Development Programme
promoting action for a participatory
democracy with an effective engagement
so that everyone can be included in the
decision-making process.”
- Paloma Costa Oliveira
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Session 1 attracted 234 registrants and was attended by 118 individuals. 39 participants
engaged in polls during the first session. Among the poll respondents, 19 (49%) noted the
relation of their work to both human rights and the environment.
Over half of the poll respondents (54.8%) also indicated the existence of some knowledge
of the environment-human rights nexus within their national context, and stated that this
knowledge is not evenly distributed among state institutions. Over one-third (28%) of poll
respondents stated that very few people or functions disseminate knowledge about this
nexus, and only 7% of participants noted that knowledge at this nexus is widespread and
widely disseminated.

What is the focus of your work?
7.7%
30.8%

48.7%

Both human rights and the
environment
Human rights
Environment
Other

10.3%

In your opinion, to what extent is
knowledge about the nexus between
human rights and healthy ecosystems
disseminated in the state institutions of
the country or countries in which you
work?
7.1%
38.1%

Only very few people or functions
A little but not evenly distributed
among the institutions of the state
Quite widespread in state
institutions

54.8%
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Session 1 invited participants to reflect on two questions using a JamBoard. The interaction
revealed the following take-aways.

01

How can global collaboration contribute to the realisation of the
right to a healthy environment recognised in the Escazú
Agreement?

17 attendees reflected on this question. Nearly half of the recommendations from
participants were related to the revision and improvement of policy and laws through
innovations which could contribute to the realisation of the right to a healthy
environment. Many participants referenced the need for research, innovation, and
development in the rule of law, at both national and international level, regarding
green criminology and environmental crime, as well as improved frameworks for
payment for environmental services. The creation of regional environmental tribunals
for when citizens cannot have resolution in their countries were further
recommended. The need to review the relationship between economic policies and
the environment, as well as legal means to enable the punishment of transnational
companies for environmental destruction and degradation were recommended.
During the first JamBoard, many participants emphasised that the full realisation of
the right to a healthy environment needs improved opportunities for dialogue and
knowledge-exchange. Participants recommended the creation of comprehensive and
open knowledge platforms, as well as local, regional, and international support
networks. Participants also referenced the need to increase opportunities for capacitybuilding, and of amplifying the voices of local communities in marginalised situations.

02

In which ways does public participation of women, youth,
minorities, and other groups contribute to positive outcomes for
both people and nature?

15 participants reflected on this question. The majority emphasised how the different
experiences, knowledge, opinions, and practises of groups in marginalised situations,
in particular women, youth, and Indigenous communities, can optimise environmental
governance. They noted that by ensuring the full inclusion of women, youth, and
minorities in the policy and decision making processes, these groups can help to
generate innovative solutions for both people and nature. Solutions recommended
included the need to move beyond participation towards full, prior, informed consent.
Other solutions proposed during the session include the need to create spaces and
opportunities for leadership, especially for marginalised groups. This experience should
create incidence in the creation of public policies and private initiatives for the care of
nature and enhancement of the living conditions of the inhabitants of these territories.
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The Escazú
Agreement in an
interconnected
world: Catalysing
global collaboration
for the effective
implementation of
the Escazú
Agreement

This session discussed strategic entry points, tools,
and examples of how the Escazú Agreement can be
implemented in synergy with global commitments,
specifically biodiversity-related Multilateral
Environmental Agreements, international human
rights treaties, and the SDGs.
The session was centred on the challenges and
solutions relating to implementing the key measures
required to guarantee access to information, public
participation, and access to justice in environmental
matters.
This session took place on 19 October 2021. The
recordings are available in English, Spanish, and
Portuguese.
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Setting the scene by
the moderator
Marcos
Orellana,United
Nations Special
Rapporteur on toxics
and human rights

The successful implementation of the Escazú
Agreement requires a human-rights based approach to
sustainable development, and requires that all
environmental decisions be based on free, prior, and
informed consent. Further to this framing, is that
sustainable development as a dialogue process must
not lose focus of the need to strengthen environmental
democracy. The innovative introduction of a fourth pillar
on access rights - the obligations of protecting
environmental activists - is a fundamental component
needed to ensure the successful implementation of the
Escazú Agreement.
The Escazú Agreement is a cooperation agreement, and
has an overall objective of strengthening capabilities in
the region. Many innovative measures are mandated in
the Agreement to achieve this objective, including a
compliance committee, and the need to generate an
Environmental information system. The Escazu
Agreement mandates the establishment of the
Conference of Parties (COP), wherein parties to the
convention will meet regularly to discuss progress and
to consider measures for its improved implementation
as well as the establishment of the Escazú secretariat.
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Session 2 attracted 186 registrants and was attended by 75 individuals. 20 participants
engaged in polls during the session. The majority of poll respondents (12 or 41%) stated that
the primary obstacle for more countries to sign and ratify the Escazú Agreement was low
political priority. The second most common response was a lack of understanding among
the general public (6 or 21%), followed by the lack of coordination between the public and
state institutions (5 or 17%). Finally, some participants felt that the lack of understanding
within the legislature was the primary barrier hindering more countries to sign and ratify (4
or 14%).

2 ELBATDNUOR

Nearly half of the respondents (11 or 49%) reported that awareness on human rights and a
healthy environment is not equally distributed among rights-holders. Over one third of
respondents (8 or 35%) reported that the knowledge and awareness on the environment
and human rights nexus was rare, and limited to very few people. Less than one fifth of
respondents (4 or 17%) reported that knowledge of the nexus was widespread.

To what extent is awareness about human rights
and healthy environment spread among rightholders in the country where you work?
17.4%

Limited to very few people

34.8%

Somewhat but not evenly
spread across right-holder
groups
Fairly widespread among
rights holder groups

47.8%

Which of the following do you think is the
main obstacle for additional countries to be
part of the Escazú Agreement?
6.9%

The legislature does not have sufficient
knowledge of the Escazú Agreement

13.8%

The public does not have sufficient
knowledge of the Escazú Agreement

20.7%

Although the public already supports
Escazú, there is a lack of coordination
between the public and state
institutions
Political priority for environment
and human rights is low

41.4%
17.2%

Other
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CARLOS DE MIGUEL
HEAD OF THE POLICIES FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT UNIT, UNITED
NATIONS ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR LATIN AMERICA AND THE
CARIBBEAN

How can we catalyse the implementation of the Escazú Agreement to achieve
positive outcomes for people and nature? What is the role of ECLAC as the
secretariat of the Escazú Agreement?

2 ELBATDNUOR

Since 1948, The United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the
Caribbean (CEPAL) has been supporting economic and social development of the
region through improved coordination and cooperation. The Escazú Agreement is
central to the work of CEPAL because it is an innovative tool which, if widely
integrated into national contexts, can support sustainable development through
inclusive and participative processes.
The more countries ratify the Escazú Agreement, the stronger the regional
cooperation and collaboration will become. Increasing the number of signatories
and ratifications is a fundamental first step.
Increasing awareness of the Escazú Agreement and enhancing the understanding
of the concept of “access rights” are essential action points. These concepts are
complex. One cannot use one’s access rights if one does not know of these rights.
A strong secretariat with open communication that is sustained both during and
after participative processes is imperative to the successful implementation of the
Escazú Agreement.
A supporting committee whose task is to recommend ideas for implementation
can help to ensure that the experiences, best practises, and lessons learned from
signatories to the Aarhus convention and the Escazú Agreement are shared and
benefitted from.
Latin America is the most dangerous region in the world for environmental
activists, so it is important to focus on how the defence of environmental activists is
defined under Article 9. This will be especially pertinent during the implementation
of the Agreement. This issue deserves greater attention during forthcoming COPs.

"

The Escazú Agreement is an
important roadmap, telling
us how to achieve
sustainable development in
a collaborative and
cooperative way, integrating
all economic, environmental
- Jairo Acuña-Alfaro, Team Leader for
and
social considerations,
Latin America and the Caribbean's
and
to includeTeam,
citizens
in the
Governance
United
Nations
decision-making
process.”
Development Programme
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ANDREA QUESADA-AGUILAR
GENDER TEAM, REGIONAL HUB FOR LATIN AMERICA AND THE
CARIBBEAN, UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

How can we catalyse the implementation of the Escazú Agreement to achieve
positive outcomes for people and nature? What is the role of women and
girls?
The Escazú Agreement can catalyse a transformation for women and girls by
guaranteeing their rights. If we do not recognize that women, girls, men, and boys
face different barriers to equality, we will be forced to repeat detrimental patterns
of exclusion and injustice.
The first step in implementing the Escazú Agreement is recognizing women and
girls in their diversity as stewards of the natural environment. In the environmental
sectors, women do not enjoy the same visibility as men, nor the recognition of their
efforts. Their differentiated roles are not always taken into account, and the cost
and opportunity related to biodiversity conservation and the sustainable use of
resources are not equally distributed.
It is important to recognize gender equality as a necessary cornerstone for the
successful implementation of the Escazú Agreement in the short-term. The
success of the Agreement will be hard to guarantee if we do not start with the
principle of gender equality.
The recognition of the different barriers that rural and Indigenous women face in
policy- and decision-making processes can yield innovative approaches and
solutions to inequality.
Conversations on gender equality cannot happen in silos. They need to be
mainstreamed into the activities of the Secretariat and the COPs of the Escazú
Agreement. Escazú action plans which ensure gender equality as a cornerstone
could help to yield significant benefits, and therefore deserve great consideration

"

during the first COP.

“If we do not recognize from
the very beginning that
women, girls, boys and men
have different barriers in
equality, then we will be
Jairo to
Acuña-Alfaro,
Team Leader
for
forced
repeat patterns
of
Latin America and the Caribbean's
exclusion.”
Governance Team, United Nations
Development Programme
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NATALIA GOMEZ
EARTHRIGHTS INTERNATIONAL, ESCAZÚ AGREEMENT ELECTED
MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC

How can we catalyse the implementation of the Escazú Agreement to achieve
positive outcomes for people and nature? What is the role of civil society?
In the region of Latin America and the Caribbean, civil society has played a
fundamental leadership role in convincing governments that the problems of
access rights and public participation needed to be urgently addressed. As
momentum and support for the Agreement continues to grow, the unique
knowledge and expertise that exists across civil society can further contribute to
the Escazú Agreement’s potential as an innovative instrument.
Public participation during the pre-negotiation processes of the Escazú Agreement
were safeguarded through the continuous efforts and engagements on behalf of
civil society. This, in turn, has helped to ensure transparency and inclusion
throughout Escazú-related processes.
Civil society has valuable knowledge and expertise which it can contribute as it
works alongside governments during and after the negotiation processes.
Examples of the wealth of knowledge and expertise held by civil society include the
knowledge of the local circumstances and priorities, the understanding of national
legislation, and different perspectives on litigation processes in support of
environmental democracy.
Civil society also plays a key role in disseminating information on the Escazú
Agreement, including through public awareness campaigns, promoting the
understanding of the Agreement, and verifying the commitments under Escazú.
Therefore, it contributes to the compliance, enforcement, and monitoring of
commitments under the Escazú.

"

In Latin America, the
criminalization and
stigmatisation of
environmental activism is a
significant problem, with
activists often presented as
enemies of development.
Through the recognition and
- Jairo Acuña-Alfaro, Team Leader for
protection of the work of
Latin America and the Caribbean's
environmental activists,
Governance Team, United Nations
Escazu is transforming the
Development Programme
narrative for environmental
defenders.”
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CLAUDIA ITUARTE-LIMA
STOCKHOLM UNIVERSITY/RAOUL WALLENBERG INSTITUTE (RWI)/
UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

How can we catalyse the implementation of the Escazú Agreement to achieve
positive outcomes for people and nature?
National human rights institutions, as independent institutions with a legal
mandate, are in a strategic position to bridge between the institutions of the state of the executive, legislative and judicial powers - and right-holders. NHRIs can also
support the use of human rights principles in national or local contexts. There are a
significant number of cases in which NHRIs advance the promotion and protection
of the right to a safe, clean, healthy, and sustainable environment and make the
recognition of this right matter in practice.
For example, the Chilean Ombudsperson for children filed a Constitutional action
to safeguard the right of children and youth to live in a pollution free environment,
highlighted the importance of an enabling environment for children and youth to
express their opinions, and coordinated visits to schools to hear children’s
perspectives on the rights to a clean and healthy environment.
In Peru, the Ombudsperson has played a key role in the implementation of the
right to Free, Prior and Informed Consent at the national level, in alignment with
the 169 ILO Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention, which is closely related to
the Escazú Agreement.
There is important learning for Latin America and the Caribbean to be done from
other successes and challenges of NHRIs in different countries across the world.
For example, a public enquiry into the human rights impacts of climate change in
the Philippines and the role of Carbon Major companies on those impacts helped
to identify and understand the systemic problems that exist at the nexus of human
rights, climate change, and healthy ecosystems.

"

“The more we embed in the
implementation of the
agreement a gender
equality approach and
intergenerational
considerations, we will be
more
to unlockTeam
the Leader for
- Jairolikely
Acuña-Alfaro,
Agreement’s
potential
Latin America
and the for
Caribbean's
Governance Team,
United Nations
transformative
action.”
Development Programme

THE ESCAZÚ AGREEMENT, HUMAN RIGHTS AND HEALTHY ECOSYSTEMS

24

POHSKROW REEP-OT-REEP

Escazú Agreement
across States and
UN agencies

Session 3, Peer-to-Peer workshop, aimed to
contribute to an enhanced understanding among
State actors and UN agencies of the content and
strategies to implement the Escazú Agreement. It
aimed to identify key elements of a common
narrative and high-level messages that UN agencies
can use to support Latin American and Caribbean
countries to implement the Escazú Agreement, and
to advocate for its ratification in countries which
have not yet done so.
The roundtable part of the session featured
presentations from technical experts. The workshop
part of the session following the expert presentations
was held under the Chatham House Rules.
This session took place on 27 October 2021.
Recordings of the roundtable part of the session are
available in English, Spanish, and Portuguese.
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Setting the scene by
the moderator
Claudia Ituarte-Lima,
Stockholm
University/Raoul
Wallenberg Institute
(RWI)/University of
British Columbia

The diversity of institutional partners involved in
bringing this initiative to life is an example of the kind of
partnerships needed to advance multi-actor dialogue
on strategies to implement the Escazú Agreement in
synergy with biodiversity related multilateral
agreements and international human rights treaties.
This type of multi-actor dialogue is needed to overcome
silos and address the interconnected triple crisis of
biodiversity loss, climate change, and pollution.
The Escazú Agreement can be used as an innovative
legal instrument which can help achieve the objectives
of existing international obligations from both
environmental and human rights treaties. In seeking
strategies to implement the Agreement, the gender
equality approach and intergenerational considerations
must be recognized as cornerstones. The more holistic
and pluralistic implementation becomes, the more
likely we are to unlock the Agreement’s potential for
transformative action, and the more likely to support,
empower and catalyse the work of environmental
human-rights defenders.
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Session 3 had a limited number of participants to fully enable vivid peer-to-peer exchange
and learning with individuals who have experiences relevant to the implementation of the
Escazú Agreement. This session had the highest attendance rate among all the sessions in
the Dialogue Series: 65 out of 77 registrants (83%) attended the session.
The majority of attendees (67%) reported that their work has an international focus, while
20% stated a regional focus (Latin America and the Caribbean), and one attendee noted
the local focus of their work. Nearly three-quarters (73%) of poll respondents reported that
their work had a dual thematic focus on human rights and the environment, while the
remaining one-third (27%) reported that their work focused exclusively on the
environment.
The workshop component of the session occurred after the technical presentations.
Participants were invited to breakout rooms according to their language. Breakout rooms
observed the Chatham House Rules. While in breakout rooms, participants discussed three
questions related to the Escazú Agreement.

What is the geographical scope of your work?
6.7%

6.7%

International
Regional (Latin America
and the Caribbean)

20.0%
66.7%

Local
Other

What is the thematic focus of your work?
26.7%

Both on human rights and
environment
Environment

73.3%
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MEXICO’S NATIONAL AUTONOMOUS UNIVERSITY
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How can IPBES assessments be used by State institutions and civil society to
implement the Escazú Agreement and trigger societal change for
sustainability?
The Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES)
was launched in 2012. As of 2021, it has 136 signatories. IPBES has created several
assessments, including thematic, regional, and global assessments that are
important tools that can support States and civil society to enact societal change
for safeguarding biodiversity and healthy ecosystems.
Alongside each of the comprehensive assessments, IPBES produces summaries of
the results for policy makers which provide strategic information in the science and
policy interface. The summaries for policymakers have been agreed upon by
signatory parties to IPBES. In this respect, the summaries represent a powerful
document because of the amount of negotiation behind the exact wording of the
published documents.
IPBES offers a wealth of knowledge and data informed by various knowledge
systems including reports from the Indigenous knowledge workshops.
Best practice examples on how IPBES assessments have been used can guide
decision-making processes.

"

The IPBES summaries offer a
powerful tool to apply a
systems approach, to
address both direct and
indirect drivers, and to
trigger societal change.
Furthermore, as these
summaries have been
- Jairo Acuña-Alfaro, Team Leader for
agreed
upon word
forCaribbean's
word
Latin America
and the
byGovernance
all signatory
countries
in
Team,
United Nations
the IPBES
plenaries
they are
Development
Programme
a key tool for state
institutions and civil society.”
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PROGRAMME ADVISOR, UNDP/GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT FACILITY SMALL
GRANTS PROGRAMME

How can we catalyse global collaboration for Escazú Agreement’s
implementation, building on ground-up innovations?
The GEF Small Grants Programme began in 1992, when the GEF was created
alongside the Rio Earth Summit as a financial mechanism for the three Rio
Conventions. From the very beginning, there was a clear need for civil society to
access funding mechanisms for on-the-ground projects. In the nearly thirty years,
the Small Grants Programme (SGP) has generated many lessons learned which are
directly relevant to the implementation of the Escazú Agreement. This is
particularly true when we consider that the region of Latin America and the
Caribbean has near universal participation in the SGP (32/33).
The SGP is a vehicle for building a governance platform for governments and civil
society to work together. At the national level, the SGP seeks to fund CSO initiatives
which are in line with government planning frameworks. The SGP also creates a
platform through which discussions can take place at local, regional, and
transboundary levels.
UNDP has been implementing SGP since the beginning. In the delivery
mechanism for government-CSO partnerships, the Convention on Biological
Diversity, and the Stockholm Convention are also key players.
SGP takes a “learning-by-doing” approach to field projects. In the case of Persistent
Organic Pollutants (POPs), for example, small on-the-ground initiatives which show
governments a way forward can generate an understanding and lead to
ratification.
UNDP worked with the Aarhus Convention to deliver funding to civil society
projects in Europe and North Africa to support the capacity to deliver and access
environmental information. Lessons learned could serve as a useful prototype
model or template for projects in Latin America and the Caribbean, and could
improve and enhance communication in the region.
SGP also works in the field of spatial mapping and protected areas. Through
funding from the CBD and Germany, SGP looks into the legal aspects of protecting
environmental human rights defenders by recognizing the lands that are
protected, conserved, and managed by Indigenous communities.

"

“Direct financing is
important for achieving
development, but so is
the
need
for safeguards,
- Jairo
Acuña-Alfaro,
Team Leader for
in Latin
projects
big and
small
America
and the
Caribbean's
alike.
It’s notTeam,
only that
Governance
United Nations
Development
Programme
money
only comes
with
benefits.”
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DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL DEMOCRACY PRACTICE, WORLD RESOURCES
INSTITUTE

How can we catalyse global collaboration for Escazú Agreement’s
implementation building on ground-up innovations?
If we are to ensure that the Escazú Agreement is successfully and widely implemented,
we need to prioritise four key areas:
Integration: The Escazú Agreement cannot be seen as a standalone agreement that
does not integrate itself into other processes. Escazú’s principles must be fully
integrated into government processes and plans on climate change and biodiversity.
Capacity-building: Capacity-building and collaboration are codified under Articles 10
and 11, respectively. These two articles provide a roadmap of action looking forward.
The specifics are still needed: the models, innovations, and best practises which will
help to ensure that those articles can come to full fruition.
A framework to support learning and understanding, supplemented by
comprehensive and transparent needs assessments, is recommended to help
guide capacity-building and development. A sustained place for peer-to-peer
learning and dialogue exchange will need to be considered.
In order to build the capacity of vulnerable people, we need to have a strong
understanding of the learning that has taken place over the past 10-15 years, and
integrate this into our view of implementation.
Environmental defenders: There is a crisis all over the globe, but this crisis is
particularly strong in Latin America, wherein three-quarters of all environmental
defenders were killed. The Caribbean sub-region is not exempt from these
environmental conflicts. Bottom-up learning and knowledge-sharing processes need
to be prioritised to ensure a deeper understanding of how to best implement the
provision on environmental defenders. The potential to develop specific reporting
mechanisms and frameworks for when environmental defenders endure injustice
should be considered.
Learning from other Multilateral Environmental Agreements: In Jamaica and St.
Lucia last year, civil servants were surveyed on their understanding of public
participation requirements of the Action on Climate Education (ACE) in the Paris
Agreement, and how ACE relates to the Escazú Agreement. The surveys revealed gaps
in planning frameworks to safeguard participation across civil society. A lot of useful
insights from this exercise can be generated for the improvement of implementation,
planning, and training related to Escazú.

"

“There is a crisis all over the globe but especially in
Latin America and long-standing environmental
conflicts exist in the Caribbean as well. We know
that three-quarters
of the
227 environmental
- Jairo
Acuña-Alfaro,
Team Leader for
human rights defenders
that
wereand
killed
last
year
Latin America
the
Caribbean's
were killed in Latin America.
There
is stillUnited
so much
Governance
Team,
Nations
learning that can be done globally about protection
Development Programme
mechanisms to support these defenders and the
implementation of this innovative provision.”
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Following the presentations from the technical experts, participants were invited to join
one of four breakout rooms (two in English and two in Spanish) based on their language
preference. The conversations in breakout rooms revolved around three themes:
Escazú Agreement and regional cooperation
Escazú agreement in synergy with other legal instruments
Intersectionality lens to the Escazú Agreement

Participants returned to a plenary to discuss the themes, barriers, and solutions that arose
in their respective rooms. Key take-aways from the discussions are provided below.

ESCAZÚ AGREEMENT AND REGIONAL COOPERATION

01

What lessons can be learned from champion countries of the
Escazú Agreement about the process of becoming party to this
Agreement?

Champion countries that have already ratified the agreement need a space for
sustained dialogue to share lessons learned, bottlenecks, and best practises about the
processes of becoming party to the Escazú Agreement. Common and cross-cutting
suggestions and recommendations include:
Education and public awareness campaigns on the Escazú Agreement that are
contextually and culturally relevant, locally approved, and linguistically appropriate.
Channels need to be carefully selected for the target demographic to ensure that
no one is left behind and that delivery is optimised.
The establishment of designated focal points for Escazú is a small step that could
have a big impact towards the promotion of transparency and public participation.
Many countries in Latin America and the Caribbean have not yet appointed an
Action for Climate Empowerment (ACE) focal point for the Paris Agreement.
However, the strategic and systematic implementation of education, training and
public awareness related to the Paris Agreement as detailed through the ACE
framework could yield synergistic benefits in favour of Escazu’s objectives. The
possibility of introducing a "special rapporteur" for Escazú for cases of mediation
and to provide additional support to governments on environmental conflict
resolution was also discussed.
Effective multi-stakeholder dialogue between civil society organisations at the
regional level will be important for sharing lessons learned including between
countries who are already parties of the agreement and those who have not signed
and ratified it. Likewise successful communication strategies, best practises in
advocacy, and for understanding how different organisations are working to
amplify the voices of communities in marginalised situations.
Horizontal and vertical coordination were recognized as critical not only in
negotiation processes, but also after negotiations. For this reason, there is a need
for clear modalities to communicate, share lessons learned, and seek and discuss
continuous improvement which can be sustained long-term.
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ESCAZÚ AGREEMENT AND REGIONAL COOPERATION

01

For those Latin American and Caribbean countries yet not
members of the Escazú Agreement: what are the bottlenecks
and how can these bottlenecks be overcome?

Data scarcity at national and local levels on where countries stand in relation to
Escazú’s principles was a common theme across all breakout rooms. In the shortterm, it is important to prioritise assessments and scoping studies which map the
countries’ standing. This will enable data-driven and context-specific decisionmaking.
The ratification process is long and can be at the mercy of changing political
interests. This process is not exempt from the de-prioritization of non-health and
non-economic interests due to COVID-19.
Targeted awareness campaigns and training opportunities to help generate a
strong understanding of the value of the Escazú Agreement could be considered in
particular for those working in the public sector.
Among those working in politics, there may be fear of promoting the Agreement
due to concerns of losing sovereignty or a loss of political support from certain
constituents. In addition, the added value of Escazú may not be clear relative to the
time and effort required to ratify it. These are potential narrative arcs which could
be considered in forthcoming communication campaigns.
Effective multi-stakeholder dialogue including between countries who are already
parties of the agreement and those who have not signed and ratified it.
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ESCAZÚ AGREEMENT IN SYNERGY WITH OTHER
LEGAL INSTRUMENTS

02

What strategies can be put in place so that access rights
(information, public participation, and access to justice) can
better contribute to the implementation of international
commitments under the Convention on Biological Diversity?

While not all Latin American and Caribbean countries are party to the Escazú
Agreement, all 33 countries are party to the Convention on Biological Diversity.
Hence, all countries in the region have international obligations on nature
conservation, sustainable use, and equitable benefit-sharing. Recommendations
and suggestions to further support access rights in synergy with other international
commitments included:
The need for the development of Environmental Information Systems nationally
and the development of comparable standards, provision, and data governance
recommendations at the international level in order to promote access rights
under both Escazú and the CBD. This goal requires not only a significant amount
of data, but also a significant amount of technical capacity.
There is a need to establish regional public information networks where national
representatives can liaise with the public, hear their opinions, and relay this
information back to the Escazú Agreement Secretariat, and vice-versa.
The CBD offers guidance on how to guarantee equal rights on access to and
exchange of information on Indigenous and traditional knowledge (Article 17)
and technology (Article 16, paragraph 1), among others. There is a need to
highlight these synergies at the first Escazu Agreement COP.
One of the strategies for achieving the objectives of both the Escazú Agreement
and the CBD could be to increase opportunities to public authorities and civil
servants to strengthen their knowledge on the connections between
biodiversity and access rights and acquire new skills at this intersection. As the
holders and disseminators of environmental information, public servants should
have the capacity to process requests for environmental information in a timely
and transparent manner.
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INTERSECTIONALITY LENS TO THE ESCAZÚ AGREEMENT

03

Which strategies can be put in place for incorporating a
gender and inter-generational lens so women and youth can
participate meaningfully in decision-making concerning
ecosystems and sustainable development? How can tackling
inequality in access rights contribute to catalysing the work of
environmental human rights defenders?

Mainstreaming the inclusion and participation of women and youth in all steps
of the decision-making, implementation, monitoring, and evaluation processes
is a necessary first step to empowering gender and intergenerational equality.
Amplifying the voices of women, youth, and marginalised communities, and
ensuring that these and other rights holders have ownership and control of their
stories, narratives, experiences, and knowledge can help to address the inherent
power imbalances in society, and can raise awareness on the different barriers
that people face on the realisation of access rights.
The Escazú Agreement is the first in the world to prescribe protection to
environmental human rights defenders. Ensuring that gender and
intergenerational equality is a cornerstone of implementation, particularly
through access rights, offers great potential for empowering the essential work
of environmental human rights defenders.
Article 3 obliges parties to the Escazú Agreement to ensure that implementation
activities are guided by the principles of equality and non-discrimination,
transparency and accountability, and intergenerational equality, among others.
Looking forward, we will need to design systems from the bottom-up, taking
into account the fundamental principles prescribed under Article 3 so that
communities can be guaranteed effective and meaningful participation in
decision-making.
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Widely known as a holiday destination for its
scenic beauty, pristine waters, fresh food,
rich culture, and wonderful people, Saint
Lucia is not immune from the environmental
crises facing the Caribbean region.
Biodiversity loss, climate change, and
environmental human rights violations have
had a profound effect on Saint Lucians.
Aiming to safeguard its ecosystems and
create a safe space for environmental
advocates, in 2020, Saint Lucia ratified a
ground-breaking environmental treaty, the
Escazú Agreement. Kate Wilson, Legal
Officer in Saint Lucia’s Department of
Sustainable Development, is the National
Focal Point for the Escazú Agreement in
Saint Lucia who spearheads the
Agreement’s implementation in the country.
Aiming to learn from global and regional
experts about their experience of advancing
the Agreement’s implementation and to
share Saint Lucia’s successes and lessons
learned, Kate decided to participate in the
Dialogue Series “The Escazú Agreement,
Human Rights and Healthy Ecosystems".
At the beginning of the series, Kate was
interested to find that most of the
fundamental issues regarding access rights
were not unique to Saint Lucia, and that
other countries in the region were facing
similar challenges. She further concurred
with discussions that took place during the
dialogue series on the need for raising
awareness about the issues the Agreement
aims to address, and to develop public
capacity to contribute to effective solutions.
Learn about Kate Wilson’s experience
participating in the dialogue series and her
work safeguarding human rights and
healthy ecosystems in Saint Lucia here.

MOOR ESRUOC SEIRES EUGOLAID

The recordings of the Dialogue Series are available on UNDP's e-learning
platform Learning for Nature. Access the course room here.

THE ESCAZÚ AGREEMENT, HUMAN RIGHTS AND HEALTHY ECOSYSTEMS

36

If you're interested in learning more about the Escazú Agreement, human rights and

SECRUOSER YRATNEMELPPUS

healthy ecosystems, we invite you to review the following resources:

RESOURCE 1

Op-ed: A Regional Agreement for
Healthy Eco-Systems in Latin
America & the Caribbean

RESOURCE 3

IPBES (2019): Summary for
policymakers of the global
assessment report on biodiversity
and ecosystem services

RESOURCE 5

UNEP and OHCHR (nd): Key
messages on human rights and
biodiversity

RESOURCE 2
Regional Agreement on Access to
Information, Public Participation and
Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin
America and the Caribbean

RESOURCE 4
UNEP Issue Brief on SDG 16

RESOURCE 6
Webinar Series Report: The Right to a
Healthy Environment and the Role of
National Human Rights Institutions
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JAIRO ACUÑA-ALFARO

STREPXE EHT TEEM

Jairo Acuña-Alfaro is a UNDP Governance Team
Leader for Latin America and the Caribbean. Mr.
Acuña has extensive experience in governance and
public sector reforms. He has worked, among others,
at the World Bank Institute, the Danish International
Development Agency, HN Consultants ApS in
Denmark, and the Monterrey Institute of Technology
in Mexico. From 2014 to 2019, he was a UNDP's global
advisor on basic government functions, where he led
institutional reforms in countries affected by fragility
and conflict. Mr. Acuña holds academic degrees from
Oxford University (Ph.D. candidate and Master of
Arts), the University of Essex in England (MA in
Political Economy), and Universidad Nacional, Costa
Rica (MSc International Relations).

PATTY BALVANERA
Patty Balvanera is a professor at the Institute for
Ecosystems and Sustainability Research at the National
Autonomous University of Mexico. She was trained in
biology, ethnobotany and ecology. Within large interand trans-disciplinary teams and research networks, she
explores the role of biodiversity in contributing to human
well-being via ecosystem services and analyzes the
dynamics of social ecological systems. At the local scale,
she monitors the dynamics of managed diverse tropical
systems, and co-develop more sustainable food systems
in diverse teams brought together by creatives around
the kitchen. At the global scale, she develops conceptual
frameworks and monitoring strategies, performs crosssite syntheses, and undertakes systematic literature
reviews. She has led several inter- and trans-disciplinary
initiatives such as the Scientific Committee of the
Programme for Ecosystem Change and Society, a Core
Project of Future Earth, the Mexican Network on Social
Ecological Systems and Sustainability, and is the Co-Chair
of the Values Assessment of the Intergovernmental
Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services. She is
currently associate editor of Science Advances, People
and Nature, Ecology and Society, Ecosystem Services,
and Ecosystems and People.
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Paloma Costa is a young climate activist from Brasília.
She is a researcher in the Juridical Clinic of Human
Rights - Juridical Office for Ethnic and Cultural
Diversity (JUSDIV). Paloma is also a legal advisor on
social-environmental rights at Instituto
Socioambiental. Her responsibilities include bringing
the youth perspective to the organisation. From 2018
to 2020, she coordinated the Working Group of
Climate in the youth-led organisation Engajamundo
and the brazilian youth delegations to COP24th,
COP25th, UN LAC Climate-Week and
#AmazonCenteroftheWorld. Paloma co-created
EduClima - a Climate Education Program for the
Youth and the Youth Demands for the development
of Brazil. She is a member of the Feminist Coalition for
Climate Action at UN Women and as a member of the
Abu Dhabi Youth Voices (#Super30). Paloma is also a
Youth advisor to the UN Secretary-General as part of
the UN SG's Youth Advisory Group on Climate
Changes. In 2019, she was appointed as one of the 20
women that make the difference in Brazil by UOL. In
2020, she was appointed as one of the 100 most
influential Latinos in the climate by Sachamama. In
2021, she was recognized as one of the Climate
Influencers by Época Negócios. During the pandemic,
she has been supporting Indigenous youth initiatives,
awareness and meaningful participation in decisionmaking processes.

CAROLE EXCELL
Carole Excell is an environmental lawyer and civic
engagement activist with global experience promoting
environmental democracy and environmental justice,
with a special focus on inclusive and equitable
development, support for increasing civil space, and
protection of environmental and land defenders. She has
over 15 years of experience in providing legal and policy
development advice, creating advocacy strategies,
developing coalitions and networks, as well as
engagement with new forms of civic participation.
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NATALIA GOMEZ
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Natalia Gomez works with EarthRights International
as a Climate Change Policy Advisor. Since 2015, she
has served as one of the elected representatives of
the Public for the Escazú Agreement. Originally from
Bogotá, Colombia, and a lawyer by training, Natalia
has worked on human rights and environmental
protection with a particular focus on Latin America for
the past nine years. Before joining EarthRights,
Natalia led CIVICUS’s advocacy around civic space in
Latin America and environmental rights. She also
supported the secretariat of the Vuka! Coalition for
Civic Action working to fight back the closing of civic
space. Prior to joining CIVICUS, Natalia coordinated
the environmental democracy program at Asociación
Ambiente y Sociedad, a Colombian human rights and
environment NGO. Later, she worked with RFK
Human Rights and the Interamerican Commission on
Human Rights in Washington, D.C.
Natalia holds an LL.M. degree in International Legal
Studies with a specialisation in international human
rights law and international environmental law from
American University Washington College of Law.

TERENCE HAY-EDIE
Terence Hay-Edie is a Programme Advisor for the GEF
Small Grants Programme (SGP) implemented by the
UNDP, and Programme Manager for the Global ICCA
Support Initiative funded by the German Federal Ministry
of the Environment. Since its inception in 1992, the SGP
has provided cumulative funding of over $800 million to
civil society organisations in 133 countries worldwide to
tackle the inter-linked crises of biodiversity loss, climate
change, and land degradation. He holds a PhD in Social
Anthropology from the University of Cambridge.
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CLAUDIA ITUARTE-LIMA
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For the past twenty years, Claudia Ituarte-Lima has
specialised in human rights, biodiversity and climate
law. She has direct experience in international policymaking, including providing expert advice to the
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity.
As an international public lawyer and scholar, her
focus is on environmental justice and the
transformation of international law into new
governance forms that support healthy ecosystems
and people’s well-being, particularly in Latin America,
Southeast Asia, Eastern Africa, and Europe. She is a
Senior Researcher at the Raoul Wallenberg Institute
and is also affiliated with Stockholm University and
the University of British Columbia.

MARCOS A. ORELLANA
Marcos A. Orellana was appointed United Nations Special
Rapporteur on toxics and human rights in August 2020.
He is an expert in international law and the law on
human rights and the environment. His practice as legal
advisor has included work with United Nations agencies,
governments, and non-governmental organisations.

MARÍA CANDELA
ZAFFIRO TACCHETTI
María Candela Zaffiro Tacchetti is an Argentinian lawyer
specialising in Diplomacy and International Public
Service. Since 2019, she has worked at the Regional Office
of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) as a regional
consultant on environmental governance and pollution,
supporting the implementation of environmental
governance, chemicals and waste initiatives, as well as
regulatory components of UNEP projects and initiatives
in this area. Before joining UNEP, Candela worked in the
legal department of the Ministry of Infrastructure of
Buenos Aires, Argentina.
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PER STROMBERG
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Per Stromberg is currently a researcher at the
University of Sodertorn. For the last 20 years he has
specialised in shedding light on environmental
degradation and aligning incentives towards better
sustainability, in the "green, blue and grey" fields.
Catalyzing his experience from government, UN,
OECD, EU, and business consulting, he finds answers
to policy challenges in transdisciplinarity, combining
seemingly unrelated issues and initiatives. Ten years
living and working in Latin America, Asia and Africa
have provided him with a deep understanding of key
welfare and environmental challenges (PhD
Cambridge University, MSc University College
London, in environmental economics).

MÁXIMO MAZZOCCO
Máximo Mazzocco is the founder and managing director
of Eco House Global, a youth-led environmental
organisation with one of the highest amounts of
volunteers in Latin América. With 30 active programs in
the region, Eco House Global co-organised the LAC
Youth Climate Summit 2021, and had an impact on
achieving the historical climate-biodiversity-strikes, the
Declaration of Climate Emergency, the National Law of
Climate Change, the National Law of Environmental
Education, among others, in Argentina. Recently, Máximo
was selected as a UNDP Youth Leader by the
Generation17 initiative, was declared an "Outstanding
Personality" by the Buenos Aires City and as an
"Outstanding Young Man" by JCI International. He was a
Youth Delegate at COP25 and the UN Climate Summit
NY 2019, as well as the Coordinator in Youth4Climate.
Máximo has served as an environmental advisor to
dozens of politicians and businessmen. His academic
studies include environmental science, business
administration, philosophy and climate change.
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XAVIER MENA
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Xavier Mena is the Deputy Regional Representative of
the Regional Office for South America of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, based
in Santiago, Chile. Xavier holds a PhD and Law Degree
from the Pontificia Universidad Católica de Ecuador;
and a Master's Degree in International Humanitarian
Law and International Criminal Law from the
Universitat Oberta de Cataluña. Xavier was a lawyer at
the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
and has served in various capacities for the Office of
the High Commissioner in several Latin American
countries, such as Colombia, Guatemala and Bolivia.

PATRICIA MENCAY
NENQUIHUI NIHUA
Born in the community of Kiwaro, Pastaza province 42
years ago, she began her activities as a teacher and at an
early age joined the women who founded the Association
of Waorani Women of the Ecuadorian Amazon, where
she quickly developed her skills as a leader of the
nationality. As a human rights activist, she is invited to
several countries to give testimony of the resistance
processes of Waorani women against the presence of the
oil, mining and logging industries in the territory. She has
held several positions within the Association, being
elected president by unanimous vote of the general
assembly of members for two consecutive terms. She
currently holds the presidency of the organisation, which
over time has grown and achieved several national and
international recognitions.

JOSE DAVID SANDOVAL
Deputy Attorney for the Defence of Environmental Rights
El Salvador
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CARLOS DE MIGUEL
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Chief of the Sustainable Development Policies Unit of
the Sustainable Development and Human
Settlements Division of ECLAC, where he has worked
since 2001. He directs lines of research on climate
change, environmental performance and economic
instruments, among others. He coordinates ECLAC's
actions as Secretariat of the Regional Agreement on
Access to Information, Public Participation and
Access to Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin
America and the Caribbean (Escazú Agreement). He
has published numerous books, journal articles and
working papers on various topics related to
development and the environment. PhD. in
Economics from the University of Valladolid (Spain),
Master in Environmental Economics from the
University of Chile (Chile) and followed the European
Studies program at the Catholic University of Tilburg
(The Netherlands).

ANDREA QUESADAAGUILAR
Based in Costa Rica, Andrea Quesada-Aguilar is one of
the leading gender and environment experts in Latin
America. In the past 12 years, Andrea has been involved in
numerous pioneer initiatives to ensure that climate
change and biodiversity agreements, policies, programs
and projects promote gender equality and women’s
rights. As part of these initiatives, Andrea has led
international and national advocacy and capacity
building efforts; supported various platforms to
strengthen women’s networks; and worked in several
research initiatives to promote gender sensitive
environmental policies and implement gender
responsive programs and projects in 14 developing
countries in Latin America, Asia and Africa. Andrea holds
a Master of Science from the University of Pittsburgh, is
the author of multiple publications and an amateur
photographer
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